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 Programme for  

Ballyfin Players Production  
Being staged in Mountmellick Arts Centre 

 this weekend  

 

Fri. 14th  -  Sat. 15th Nov. 2025.  

 

Best Wishes to Our Ballyfin Players 

 with their 3 great productions 
  

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

  
  

 

  

Proudly Present  

Three One Act Plays 

 Black and Tan Raid in Clontyglass     
              

The Hired Help 
 

The Yank Outsider                         



 

 

  The Black and Tan Raid in Clontyglass 

 

Inspired by the true story of a local family in Clontyglass whose 

daughter was a proud member of the Cumann na mBan in 1921. 

She hid messages in the handlebars of her bicycle and in the                    

family’s precious lamp. Our play takes place on a fateful night 

when she is followed home by a group of vicious Black and Tans,                    

in search of information at all costs. 

About the author: 

The Black and Tan Raid in Clontyglass is a commissioned play by 

Eileen Casey. A writer and poet from Birr, Co. Offaly, now based in 

South Dublin, her work celebrates he landscapes and people of 

the Irish midlands. She is the author of Drinking the Colour Blue 

(New Island), Bog Treasure (Arlen House) and River Songs 

(Creative Ireland) and a recipient of the Hennessy Literary Award 

and the Patrick and Katherine Kavanagh Fellowship. 

 



  Cast of Black and Tan Raid in Clontyglass 

Older Lena            Geraldine Fitzpatrick 

Tom                              Donncha Phelan 

Ellen                         Marie Claire Burke 

Anna                             Mary Kate Milne 

Mary            Leah Meredith Scully  (Fri) 

                          Theresa Gilligan   (Sat) 

Young Lena …             Fiadh Hogan (Fri) 

                         Kayla Duff Pender (Sat) 

Jimmy                        Danny Burke (Fri) 

                           Conor Fitzpatrick (Sat) 

Naynie                 Aisling Heffernan (Fri) 

                         Matilda Thompson (Sat) 

Johnnie Murphy                  Eamonn Duff 

Black &amp; Tan 1              Sean Connolly 

Black &amp; Tan 2               Enda Gilligan 

Black &amp; Tan 3             John Fingleton 

Black &amp; Tan 4                  Brian Walsh 



 

 

 

The Hired Help 

 

Nora McDaid is worn out. A busy farmer’s wife with a house to run and 

a cantankerous mother-in-law to deal with, she decides to take on 

some help.  Enter 

Ethel…. will she be the answer to Nora’s prayers? 

 

Cast 

Nora McDaid                              Triona O’Rourke 

Maimie McDaid                                Annie Phelan 

Ethel Murphy                                Shannon Ward 

Charlotte                              Veronica O’Sullivan 

 

  

 

 



 

  

The Yank Outsider 

 

Mike O’Hara is a hardworking farmer who likes to mind his own                    

business. His wife Kathleen does not. She is determined to have a                   

wedding in the parish before the year is out. Local spinsters Jane and 

Agnes are on board with her matchmaking schemes but poor Patsy 

O’Dowd has no idea what he has let himself in for. 

 

Cast 

Mike O’Hara                           Brian Walsh 

Kathleen O’Hara                     Grace Milne 

Patsy O’Dowd                     Cormac Smith 

Jane O’Grady                    Gráinne Linden 

Agnes O’Flagherty      Veronica O’Sullivan 

Lily Cunneen                 Anne Marie Colgan 

 

  



   

Production 

 

Producers        AC Reynolds/Gráinne Linden 

Lighting/sound                  Nathan Flanagan 

Set design       AC Reynolds/Gráinne Linden 

 

Set Construction 

   Padraig O’Toole,               Gerard Reynolds,  

 Brian Walsh,                           Enda Gilligan 

Front of house                           Aoife Oxley 

Photographer                         Cathy Bishop 

 

Music  

Michelle Fitzpatrick  

 Brian Finn 

 



 

With thanks to: 

Maura Conroy,  Fr. Joe Brophy, Bridget Bennett,  Ger Lynch,                                  

Jim Cooper,   David Broderick (Laois County Council),  

Martina Reynolds,  Mountmellick Macra na Feirme, 

Eoghan Fingleton,  Kathleen Gilligan, Dempsey’s Gala, Portarlington  

and all who sponsored raffle prizes. 

 Thanks also to our helpers and ticket sellers on the night. 

 

A very special thanks to Padraig O’Toole for his help with 

 set construction, lighting, 

sound and for all his invaluable advice and support. 

 

Finally, thank you - our audience  - for your support. Your energy and 

presence are what bring these stories to life. We are deeply grateful 

you are here and hope to see you again soon. 

 

 Enjoy the show! 



 

  



 

 
 

 

Note from Niamh Bright,  

Social Club Comm. Laois Co. Co.  

Annual Prayer Service to remember                                                                 

deceased staff and members of Laois Co. Co.                                                 

will be held on Tues. 18th Nov. in the                                                            

Council Chamber, County Hall, at 6.00 pm.                                                 

Light refreshments served afterwards.                                                        

People of all faiths are welcome to attend,                                                                                  

to remember colleagues and friends.                                                                 

We look forward to seeing you on the evening. 

 
  

  



 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  
  

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

  

Message from Bishop Denis  re.                                                                  

Department of Education Survey on School Patronage 

The current Department of Education survey on the future of patronage 

in the primary sector is important in that it will shape the discussion on 

primary school divesting for the years to come throughout the Republic 

of Ireland. 

It is important that people who wish for a change in patronage would 

have their voice heard. It is equally important that people who wish for 

a Catholic Education for their children and for parents who would wish 

for Sacramental preparation within school would have their voice heard 

also. For these reasons and to ensure that an accurate picture                    

emerges, please participate in this survey if you are a parent or a pro-

spective parent of a primary school student. 

The survey can be accessed   

at  https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/campaigns/

primary-school-survey/ 

Survey closes on 16th December 2025  



 

 William (Liam) Boyhan, Curran, Aghaboe.  R.I.P.                                                                              

We pray for Liam who died peacefully at Midlands Reg. Hosp., Portlaoi-

se on Tues. 4th Nov. Liam’s Funeral Mass was celebrated in St. Canice’s 

Church, Clough on 6th Nov., followed by Burial in Bealady Cemetery. We extend 

sympathy to his wife Margaret, sister Mary, and their families, nieces,                 

nephews and their families, grandnieces, grandnephews, extended family,                   

relatives, neighbours and friends.  

Andrew (Andy) Phelan. Kyle, Durrow.    R.I.P.                                                                                                                       

We pray for Andy who died peacefully at Portlaoise Reg. Hosp., on Sat. 8th Nov. 

Andy’s Funeral Mass was celebrated in Church of the Most Holy Rosary Ab-

beyleix on Wed. 12th Nov. followed by burial in St. Patricks Cemetery.                                   

We extend sympathy to wife Mary, daughters Sheila and Theresa, son P,J, 

brothers Tommy and Michael (Trumera)  sisters Sadie and Sr. Martina and 

their families, his 9 grandchildren and families his 2 great-grandchildren, 

nieces, nephews, relatives,  
 

May Liam and Andy rest in the peace of Christ.  
 



 

 

 

 

Pauline Dunne, Clonrooske House, Portlaoise.  

R.I.P.                                                            

   We pray for Pauline who died peacefully at her home on Thurs. 6th 

Nov. Pauline’s Funeral Mass was celebrated in St. Fintan’s Church, Bal-

lyfin on Sat. 8th Nov. followed by burial in St. Peter and Paul Cemetery,  

 Portlaoise. We extend sympathy to Mary, Christy, Pat and Ollie. family 

friend Ray and families, nephews, nieces, grand-nephews,                            

grand-nieces, cousins neighbours and her many friends.     
   

May Pauline rest in the peace of Christ.  
 

 

  

 



 

Cemetery Prayer 

May God remember forever our dear ones, 

Who have gone to their eternal rest. 

May they be at one with the One 

 Who is life eternal. 

May the beauty of their lives  

Shine forevermore, 

And may our lives  

always bring honour to their memory. 

 Amen. 



 

In November We Remember    
   A Prayer at Bedtime 

 

O my God, As the evening falls I come to you in prayer. I thank you for 

being with me in every moment of this day, guiding me and protecting 

me, keeping me from harm. 

On this November night, I bring before you in prayer all those dear to 

me who have died.    

(Pause a moment and name loved ones for whom you wish to pray)                                                      

   Remember them God in your loving kindness.  I trust your promise, 

that they now rest in your eternal peace, in that home you prepared for 

them. May all of us who miss them and grieve them find comfort in our 

belief that we will one day see them again in the kingdom of heaven.                    

I remember in my prayer this night all who have died and who have no 

one to remember them in prayer.                                                                             

For these and for all our loved ones I pray: 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,                                                                     
let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace. Amen 



 

 

In November We Remember    
  

 The Diocesan Liturgical Commission  
have issued  

a beautiful Prayer Card for November. 
I have downloaded this Prayer Card and have  

printed off copies of same. 
Copies of this Prayer Card are available at back 

of 
 Church or in the Porch and you are  

most welcome  
to take a copy home with you. 



 

 
In November 

 We Remember    
  

 What we leave behind 
 Is  

Not what is engraved 
In Stone Monuments 

But  
What is woven  

Into  
The lives of others 

 
(Pericles  Born in Athens c. 495 BC) 



  

.  

 

   
 

 

  
  

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

Cash4Clothes Fundraiser 

for Ballyfin N. S. Parents Council                                         

Clothes Collection Drop off at the GAA  Pavillion 

Fri. 21st Nov. 1.30 pm to 3.30                      

 Sat 22nd Nov.  10am till 12pm 

Items we can collect: 

Women’s and Men’s Clothing                                                                       

Children’s Clothing 

Paired Footwear, handbags, Belts 

Soft toys(teddies) Curtains, Towels, Bedlinen (duvet covers, 

Sheets, Pillowcases, Blankets, Throws 

NO PILLOWS  - DUVETS OR CARPETS 

All Support is greatly appreciated. 



Watch and Pray on Feast of Our Lord Christ, King of the Uni-
verse 

Next Sun. (23rd Nov). is the Final Sunday of the Church Year.  Each year in 
Ballyfin Parish Church we have Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament for a 

short while on this special Day  - The Feast of Christ the King  - We as Parish, 
visit the Church (on this day) to spend time in front of the Blessed Sacrament 

in adoration and in silent prayer in a spirit of thankfulness, mindful of the 
many blessings we have received during the year, Parishioners from all our 

Parish townslands are invited to be part of this special time. 
Parish Townslands 

   Immediately after Mass (10.45)  Irey, Ross,    Springfield,  Lower Irey,                     
Cappinrush, Ballylusk, Knocknakearn, Brockera, Cloncullen,  

Cappagh South, Ockanroe, The Harrow.                                                                              
------------ 

11.00 am -The Knocks,  Cavansheath,  Ballycormack,  Cappinaclare,  
Upper and Lower Sconce, Briscula.  Upper Ballyfin,  Rossmore,                                    

Upper Clonurke,  Catholes,  Deerpark,  Clonurke.                                                                            
---------------- 

11.15 pm      Camcloon,  Cappinrush,  Esker, 

 Clonagown,  Clontowra, The Oak, Barkmills,  
Barnashrone. Cappagh Nth., O’Moore’s Forest, Clontyglass, Clondarrig, Clon-

rooske 
------------------------------------- 

    11.30 am  Pallas,  Pallas Little, Pallas Big. Clonagh   Coolnamona,  Ballina,  
Boughlone,  Clonboyne,   Clonkeen,  Clondouglas. Oldtown, Aston Manor,   

Hillview,  Rockdale,  Mountrath Road. 
 

 

     Concluding Prayer at about 11.45  am 



 

Watch and Pray on Feast of Christ, 
Universal King  

 Next Sunday (23rd Nov) is the Final Sunday of the Church Year. Each year in 
Mountrath Parish Church we have Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament on this 

special Day, the feast of Christ the King. 
We as Parish, visit the Church (on this day) to spend some time in front of the 

Blessed Sacrament in adoration and in silent prayer in a spirit of thankful-
ness. Listed below are adoration / silent prayer times allocated to each of our 
30 Townslands in the Parish, Station Areas. Parishioners from all our Parish 

townslands are invited to be part of this special time.                        Parish Townslands 
 

12.20 pm  (Immediately after Mass)   Clonard,  Moonbawn,  Forest Hill,    
Knockanina.  Redcastle,  Clonenagh,  Derrough, 

12.45 pm  Ringstown, Derrylusk,  Cappagh, Trumera. Dysartbeigh,  Coldblow, 
Fr. O'Connor Cresc.  Shannon St.  Stillbrook. Portlaoise Rd. 

------------------------------ 

1.00 pm   Church St.  Factory St.  Kiln Lane.  The Square,  

 Thomas Court, Patrick St.  Main St.  The Hollow. 
------------------------------- 

 

1.15 pm   Clonadacasey, Cloncourse. Shannon St.  St. Fintan's Tce. Woodbrook.  

   

  Concluding Prayer at about 1.30 pm 



 

 

 Ballyfin Community Alert  

Meeting on Mon. 17th Nov. 

 8.00pm 

  in  

Meeting Room Community Centre.  

                       

All welcome 

 



Ballyfin N.S.      Panto  Thank You 
Well done to 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th class for their highly successful performance 

of ‘Cinderella and Rockerfella’ last Thurs. and Fri. evening.  A huge congratula-

tions to AC Reynolds who came up with the idea of doing a school panto,               

organised the casting, rehearsals, costumes and all the myriad tasks                                 

associated with it, and then went above and beyond in terms of atmospheric 

effects such as the red carpet at the door and the glow sticks. While AC                   

deserves the lion’s share of the credit, we are so grateful to everyone who 

helped out. Costumes and props were sourced from a variety of people in-

cluding Frances Harney, Mountmellick Macra and Louise Aherne (Dance on 

Stage School), Croghan NS loaned their stage to us, Ger Rochford collected it, 

Berna Bennett returned it, Shane from Offtech gave advice on the projector, 

Paraic Crone and Declan Looby carried out that advice, Laura Linehan spent a 

morning cutting and numbering tickets, Grace Milne and Martina Kelly helped 

with the singing and dancing, Veronica Lanham organised the sound, Ronan 

Keane worked the lighting system and was the technical go-to for the whole 

production, Martin Keane saved the evening on Fri. by supplying additional mi-

crophones, Sarah                        Heffernan ensured we squeezed as many as 

feasible into the hall without over-selling tickets, 6th class set out the chairs, 

Ava and Conor Prendergast helped with organisation and curtain-raising, all 

the staff helped out with supervision and back-stage over the two nights, and 

Mary Kate and Jacob Milne helped AC and Martina Ryan with the tidy-up over 

the weekend. I hope I haven't left anyone out -                                                             

thank you to everyone who contributed in any way.     Brigid Benett 



 

Ballyfin N.S.      Panto  Thank You 

Continued  
We were delighted with the great turn-out and lovely atmosphere in the school 

on both evenings. Thank you all for your good humour and enthusiasm. The 

Parents’ Association raffle was very well supported and the proceeds will be 

used to support activities and resources for children in the school. While the 

panto was not intended as a fundraiser, and there were costs accruing from 

it, it did make a healthy profit of approximately €1800. Considering the money 

that has been spent since our return to school that is a very good thing! 

Please see photos and Laois Today’s report on the panto at https://

www.laoistoday.ie/2025/11/10/in-pictures-two-nights-of-magic-and-music-in-ballyfin

-ns-with-cinderella-and-rockerfella-the/ 

The next school-based plays we have to look forward to are the infant plays in 

December-  no pressure infant teachers! And of course Ballyfin Players are 

performing their three plays this Friday and Saturday night, which promises 

very entertaining evenings – we wish them every success. 

Thank you all again, 

Brigid Bennett.  



 

Ballyfin N.S.      Panto  Thank You 
 

Some beautiful Panto Pics on  

Laois Today  
 

https://www.laoistoday.ie/2025/11/10/in-

pictures-two-nights-of-magic-and-music-in-

ballyfin-ns-with-cinderella-and-rockerfella-

the/ 
Well worth a look 



  

Events at Seanchistin  
Irey, R32 X5D6                    

     Maureen Culleton                            

     Tuesday 11a.m.  Line Dancing                                           

     Wed.  8p.m.       Set Dancing                                            

  Thurs. 11 am. For persons living with Parkinsons and 

friends...music, movement singing, poetry, stories, cuppa,  

Thursday 8 pm   Line Dancing      

 commencing Thurs. Oct. 9th                        

  Contact Maureen                

    087 648 2038  

or seanchistin@gmail.com  for details 
 



 
 

 Sacramental Dates 

 

Mountrath Ballyfin  

Parishes 

  



 

 
1st Holy Communion Preparation 

Next 
 “Do This In Memory” Mass.  

Sat. 13th December 
Mountrath Ch. 7.00 pm 

 
 

1st Holy Communion Preparation 
Next 

 “Do This In Memory” Mass.  
Sun. 14th December  
Ballyfin Ch. 10.00 am 

 

 



 

 
 

Parish Confirmation Preparation 

Confirmation Catechesis   
 Mountrath 

Sat. 29th Nov. After 7.00 pm Mass 
For Confirmation Candidates  and their parents                                                    

in Mountrath Parish. 
   

Parish Confirmation Preparation   
Confirmation Catechesis - 

 Ballyfin 

Sun. 30th Nov after 10.00 am Mass  
For Confirmation  Candidates 

 and their parents /guardians in Ballyfin Parish 

 



Sacramental Dates 
 Mountrath Parish 

1st  Holy Communion     Sun. 26th April   11.30 am 
Ceremony of Confirmation                                                                                                                              

Friday 1st May  11.00 pm   

Main celebrant, Bishop Denis Nulty 

1st Penance with 1st Holy Communion children,                  

   Tues. 21st April  11.30am 

The Sacrament of Penance (Confessions)  

with Confirmation Candidates                                                      

   Tues. 28th April  7.30pm  (Mountrath Ch) 
 

Enrolment for 1st Holy Communion 
Sat. 11th Oct. 7.00 pm Mass 

“Do This In Memory” Masses 
 

All “Do This In Memory“ Masses will be on the  

2nd Sunday of the month. 
 Vigil Mass on Saturday evening  7.00 pm  

 (Unless otherwise indicated) 



Sacramental Dates 
‘25 – ’26   Ballyfin Parish 

1st  Holy Communion                                                                                                              
Ballyfin Sch. Sun. 17th May 10.00 am 

Barnashrone School                                                                       
Sun. 24th May 10.00 am 

Enrolment  -  Sun.  12th Oct. 10.00 am 
 

Ceremony of Confirmation                                                                                                                              
Friday 1st May 2.30 pm 

Main celebrant, Bishop Denis Nulty 
 

1st Penance  with  1st Holy Communion children  

  Thurs. 23rd April  11.30am 

The Sacrament of Penance (Confessions)  
with Confirmation Candidates                                                         

Tues. 28th April  7.30pm (Ballyfin Church) 

 

All “Do This In Memory“ Masses will be on the  
2nd Sunday of the month.  

(Unless otherwise indicated) 



 

 1st Eucharist Preparation Programme 

All candidates preparing to receive 1st Holy Communion next year are 

required to attend all “Do This In Memory” Masses with their parents or 

guardian.  
 

If, for whatever reason, you are unable to bring your child to Saturday 

evening Mass in Mountrath you are most welcome to bring you child to 

the Sunday morning Mass in Ballyfin Church at 10.00 am on the follow-

ing morning. 

 

If, for whatever reason, you are unable to bring your child to Sunday 

morning Mass in Ballyfin you are most welcome to bring you child to the 

Saturday evening Mass in Mountrath Church 7.00 pm on the previous 

evening  

Or 

To the Sunday morning Mass in Mountrath at 11.30 am  



 

Arranging Anniversary Mass or Month’s Mind Mass 
 

The traditional way of arranging an Anniversary Mass remembrance was by visiting 

the Sacristy before or after Mass and making the necessary arrangement with the 

priest, who wrote the intention into the Anniversaries Diary, there and then.  However, 

since Covid this practice has changed.  

 Arrangements for Anniversary Mass remembrances and Month’s Mind Masses are, 

more often than not, now arranged by email, text message, whatsapp, by phone, 

among many other ways.   Which is great.  

 

 On the down-side, it can be quiet difficult to keep track of all these ways. -  Some-

times emails can go to folders on the computer other than the main folder and are not 

seen straight away.  The same can apply to text messages and Whatsapp. messages. 

This can cause a problem when I have no knowledge of these emails / messages com-

ing in and are sometimes not detected at the time. 
 

Can I ask you  –  

if you send me an email, text message or a message on Whatsapp, or any way, other 

than visiting the Sacristy, requesting an Anniversary Mass remembrance or arrange-

ments for a Month’s Mind  Mass and don’t hear from me or don’t see the relevant 

name / names in the Newsletter,  

please give me a call on 087 241 1594 



                   
 

Safeguarding Children Parish Reps.             

Ballyfin Parish     

 Triona O’Rourke       Peter Byrne 
 

Mountrath Parish.  

Caroline Moore     Pacelli Walsh      

                                               

  Diocesan Designated Liaison Person   

Ms. Ailish Higgins.             

 Deputy Diocesan Liaison Person:  

    Ms Michelle Hughes c/o 
 

Bishop’s Hse, Dublin Rd, Carlow   Phone  085 802 1633 
 



                   
 

 
 Congratulations and well done  

to Pupils and Staff  

of Ballyfin NS. 

Their recent Panto was a huge success 

(Picture below was taken at Thurs. night’s performance) 

 



                   
 

If you wish to contribute directly through your Bank account 

to Parish funds  

Here are our Bank Account details 
 

Ballyfin Parish    -    (A.I.B. Portlaoise Branch) 

Lyster Square, Portlaoise.  

Name of Account  -  Ballyfin Parish Pastoral Council 

IBAN - IE44 AIBK 9332 7900 203030 

BIC.   -  AIBKIE2D 

 

Mountrath Parish - Bank Account Details 

(Bank of Ireland)   (Portlaoise Branch)  

Name - Mountrath Parish Current Account    -   

 Account number - 7274 7250 

IBAN - IE93 BOFI 9018 2972 7472 50   -   

 BIC. - BOFIIE2D 
 

If contributing to Parish directly through our bank account  please include 

your own name as the reference.  



                   
 

Parish Newsletters.                                                               

There are three Parish Newsletters prepared                                    

and published each week  -  

2 A4 Print editions for Mountrath and Ballyfin Parishes - 

available at all our Masses  

and 1 online Newsletter, uploaded to our Parish App.  

(Mountrath and Ballyfin Parishes) 

 and to our parish Website,  

(www.mountrathparish.ie)   

and available to view from early Sat morning.   

Deadline   2.00 pm Thursday 



  

Jubilee year 

Pilgrims of Hope 



  

 Jubilee Year 2025.    
 
 

Pilgrims of Hope 
 

During the 18th and 19th Century in the time of persecution and the                   

penal laws, the Bishop of Kildare and Leighlin resided in Allen Parish. 

People attended Mass at the Priests Corner Mass Rock in Ballyteague. 

As part of the Jubilee year - Pilgrims of Hope - Bishop Denis Nulty will 

celebrate Mass at the Priests Corner Mass Rock in Ballyteague                            

  on Sunday 15th June at 2pm. 

For people who wish to walk the 2.5kms in pilgrimage, please assemble 

at 12.30 pm at the GAA clubhouse in Ballyteague W91 VEW8. For people 

who do not wish to walk, car parking will be available beside the Mass 

Rock which will be signposted on the day. 



 

   



 

 The Jubilee Prayer 

Father in heaven, may the faith you have given us in your son, 

 Jesus Christ, our brother, 

 and the flame of charity enkindled in our hearts  

by the Holy Spirit, reawaken in us the blessed hope  

for the coming of your Kingdom. 

May your grace transform us into tireless cultivators  

of the seeds of the Gospel. 

May those seeds transform from within both humanity  

and the whole cosmos in the sure expectation  

of a new heaven and a new earth,  

when, with the powers of Evil vanquished,  

your glory will shine eternally. 

May the grace of the Jubilee reawaken in us,  

Pilgrims of Hope, a yearning for the treasures of heaven. 

May that same grace spread the joy and peace of  

our Redeemer throughout the earth. 

To you our God, eternally blessed,  

be glory and praise for ever.  Amen. 

  



 

    

  

Parish  

News 

 

 

 
 



 

    

Sacramental Dates 
 Mountrath Parish 

1st  Holy Communion     Sun. 26th April   11.30 am 
Ceremony of Confirmation                                                                                                                              

Friday 1st May  11.00 pm   

Main celebrant, Bishop Denis Nulty 

1st Penance with 1st Holy Communion children,                  

   Tues. 21st April  11.30am 

The Sacrament of Penance (Confessions)  

with Confirmation Candidates                                                      

   Tues. 28th April  7.30pm  (Mountrath Ch) 
 

Enrolment for 1st Holy Communion 
Sat. 11th Oct. 7.00 pm Mass 

“Do This In Memory” Masses 
 

All “Do This In Memory“ Masses will be on the  
2nd Sunday of the month. 

 Vigil Mass on Saturday evening  7.00 pm  
  



 

    

 
1st Holy Communion Preparation 

Next 
 “Do This In Memory” Mass.  

Sat. 13th December 
Mountrath Ch. 7.00 pm 

 
 

1st Holy Communion Preparation 
Next 

 “Do This In Memory” Mass.  
Sun. 14th December 

Ballyfin Ch. 10.00 am 
  



 

    

 
  

Parish Confirmation Preparation 

Confirmation Catechesis   
 Mountrath 

Sat. 29th Nov. After 7.00 pm Mass 
For Confirmation Candidates  and their parents                                                    

in Mountrath Parish. 
   

Parish Confirmation Preparation   
Confirmation Catechesis - 

 Ballyfin 
Sun. 30th Nov after 10.00 am Mass  

For Confirmation  Candidates 

 and their parents /guardians in Ballyfin Parish 

  



 

  

Sacramental Dates 
‘25 – ’26   Ballyfin Parish 

1st  Holy Communion                                                                                                              
Ballyfin Sch. Sun. 17th May 10.00 am 

Barnashrone School                                                                       
Sun. 24th May 10.00 am 

Enrolment  -  Sun.  12th Oct. 10.00 am 
 

Ceremony of Confirmation                                                                                                                              
Friday 1st May 2.30 pm 

Main celebrant, Bishop Denis Nulty 
 

1st Penance  with  1st Holy Communion children  

  Thurs. 23rd April  11.30am 

The Sacrament of Penance (Confessions)  
with Confirmation Candidates                                                         

Tues. 28th April  7.30pm (Ballyfin Church) 

 

All “Do This In Memory“ Masses will be on the  
2nd Sunday of the month.  

(Unless otherwise indicated) 



 

  

 

 1st Eucharist Preparation Programme 

All candidates preparing to receive 1st Holy Communion next year are 

required to attend all “Do This In Memory” Masses with their parents or 

guardian.  
 

If, for whatever reason, you are unable to bring your child to Saturday 

evening Mass in Mountrath you are most welcome to bring you child to 

the Sunday morning Mass in Ballyfin Church at 10.00 am on the follow-

ing morning. 

 

If, for whatever reason, you are unable to bring your child to Sunday 

morning Mass in Ballyfin you are most welcome to bring you child to the 

Saturday evening Mass in Mountrath Church 7.00 pm on the previous 

evening  

Or 

To the Sunday morning Mass in Mountrath at 11.30 am  



 

  

 

Parish Confirmation Preparation 
Confirmation Catechesis 

Mountrath Church 
Sat. 29th Nov. After 7.00 pm Mass 

For Confirmation Candidates and their  
parents  / guardians in Mountrath Parish   

Parish Confirmation Preparation 
Confirmation Catechesis 

Sun. 30th Nov. after 10.00 am Mass 
For Confirmation Candidates and their  
parents  / guardians in Ballyfin Parish 



 

    

  

Ballyfin Community Alert  

Seniors Alert Scheme 

Grant aided personal 24/7 personal monitored alarms help 

people aged 65 and over to live securely in their homes with 

peace of mind. If you know a family member,                             

friend or neighbour in Ballyfin or Laois area                                     

who may qualify  

Please contact Sheila on 086 157 0145  

for information/application form. 

  



 

    

  
Active Seniors Club, Mountmellick 

You are most welcome to join us for our Annual Christmas 

Break to the Galway Bay Hotel, Salthill for four nights from 

Monday, 24th November, coming home on Friday, 28th.  

 It's a 4 star hotel, the cost is €495 pps - this includes the 

coach there and back, breakfasts and evening meals,                     

also day trips to surrounding towns and areas of history.               

      Good company assured.   

For more information ring or text 087 9753790 

  

  



 

An Tobar Núa. 
Confidential Counselling nationwide via                      

telephone and Zoom. Our Service is donation-

based, because we do not want finances to pre-

vent anyone from receiving support. If you are 

struggling with grief, anxiety, depression, or 

other life challenges, please know that 

 we are here to help. Phone: 091 562 175      

Email:   counselling@antobarnua.com 
—- 

Thomas O’Loughlin 

An Tobar Nua Counselling  

 MIACP, BSc  
    Counselling/Psychotherapy   



 

    

        Tax Back Scheme    Mountrath Parish 
 

Once again, I want to renew my appreciation to you for the ways you support-

ed the Parish and us, the priests of the parish, over the past year. We are 

deeply grateful.   

Donations to Mountrath Parish of over €250 have the potential to increase 

your contribution to Parish funds by 31% through participation in the Tax Back 

Scheme.  It is of huge benefit to the Parish if we know the amount parishion-

ers donate and the name of the donors.  Hence this year we are sending out 

numbered boxes to all households            in the Parish. 

We sent out CHY3 Forms to eligible parishioners ( who donated over € 250 ) 

for the first time in 2023 and we were able to claim back over € 13,739 for 

the years 2021  and 2022 . This is of immense benefit to the Parish. Thank you 

to everyone who has joined this scheme - it is very much appreciated.  
 

  If you receive a CHY3 Form later on in the Spring please consider completing 

the   details and returning it . If you would like more information please con-

tact me. 

If you are already part of the Tax Back Scheme — Thank You  
 

If you are not yet part of the tax back Scheme, I ask you to consider becoming 

part of it   -  It is of huge benefit to the Parish  

Thank you for your cooperation in this regard. 



 

    

  Tax Back Scheme 

(Ballyfin Parish) 
Once again, I want to renew my appreciation to you for the ways you 

support the Parish and us, the priests of the parish, over the past year. 

We are deeply grateful.  
  

Donations to Ballyfin Parish of over €250 via the Parish envelopes have 

the potential to increase  your contribution to Parish funds by 31% 

through participation in the Tax Back Scheme.                                           

“Thank you” to everyone who has joined this scheme - it is very much            

appreciated.         

                                         

    In 2023, the Tax Rebate scheme augmented our Parish finances      

by almost € 23,000 

 

 If you are not, as yet, part of this scheme and would like more infor-

mation, please contact me at your convenience.  (Fr. Joe) 

 

 



 

 

A very sincere  Thank You  

  to you and your family - 

 for your very generous support of  

and continued commitment  to  

Mountrath and Ballyfin Parish Funds  

And 

Mountrath and Ballyfin Parish Lottos 



 
Get Well Wishes 

 

We keep and hold in our Thoughts and Prayers,    

    People, their families and carers,                            

who are ill or unwell, at home,  

in Hospital or Nursing Home  

or undergoing any surgical or medical                       

procedures at this time. 

We wish you a speedy recovery  

 

 
 



 

Bingo  
every Monday night  

In St. Fintan’s Hall at 8pm.   

Come along and bring a friend.!! 



 

If you wish to contribute directly through your Bank account 

to Parish funds  

Here are our Bank Account details 
 

Ballyfin Parish    -    (A.I.B. Portlaoise Branch) 

Lyster Square, Portlaoise.  

Name of Account  -  Ballyfin Parish Pastoral Council 

IBAN - IE44 AIBK 9332 7900 203030 

BIC.   -  AIBKIE2D 

 

Mountrath Parish - Bank Account Details 

(Bank of Ireland)   (Portlaoise Branch)  

Name - Mountrath Parish Current Account    -   

 Account number - 7274 7250 

IBAN - IE93 BOFI 9018 2972 7472 50   -   

 BIC. - BOFIIE2D 
 

If contributing to Parish directly through our bank account  please include 

your own name as the reference.  



 

Anniversary Masses  
Mountrath Ballyfin Parishes 

 

 Sat. 15th  Nov. 

To 

Sun.  23rd  Nov. 

 
 

Lord, for your faithful people, 

Life is Changed, not ended 



                       

Ballyfin  Anniversaries   
Anniversary and Mass Times 

Sat. 15th Nov.  to  Sun. 23rd Nov. 
             

Sat  15th Nov. 8.00 pm     Joseph, Ellen and Rory Culleton,                         .                                                  

Clonagown.                  

             Sr. Mary Lalor, Clonagown. 1st Anniv. and deceased                         .        

     members of Lalor family, Matt., Sally and Frank.                                                                           

Sun. 16th Nov. 10.00 am   Peter Fitzpatrick, Cappinclaire                               

    Mon.  17th Nov.7.00 pm   Apostolate of Sanctification                   

   Fri. 21st Nov.  5.00 pm   Exposition of Blessed Sacrament               

Sat. 22nd Nov.8.00 pm   . Maureen and Billy Troy, Pallas                                                              

George and Mary Phelan, Barnashrone                                                                         

And Jim and Julia Thompson, Upper Sconce.                                                                                    

Sun 23rd Nov.10.00 am  Charlie Phelan, O’Moore Forest.                                    

        Sr. Frances Teresa Dunne and                                                                             

deceased members of Dunne family, Brockera  

                                                                                                                           

Lord, for your faithful people, life is changed, not ended 



 

  Mountrath  Anniversaries  

Mass Times     Anniversaries     

Sat. 15th Nov. - Sun. 23rd  Nov. 
Mass times as listed below are for Mountrath Church unless otherwise indicated 

 

Sat. 15th Nov.  7.00 pm    Paddy Cullen, Clonenagh. 

                                       William (Billy) Byrne, Ringstown. 12th Anniv.  

                                       Maura Phelan, Shannon Rd.,  18th Anniv.                 

Sun. 16th Nov. 9.00 am   The Hollow Ch.  Enda Dunne. Trumera  R.I.P 

                11.30 am  Seamus Morton, Kiln Lane.  Month’s Mind  

                     Margaret Brophy (Nee Doorey) Trumera. 1st Anniv. 

                               Pat McGrath. Shannon Rd., 9th Anniv. 

                               Mrs. Annie Patterson and her daughter,                                      

.                              Margaret (Peg) Maguire, New Line Rd.,                         
 

 
Continued on next frame 

 
 



  

 Mountrath  Anniversaries  

Mass Times     Anniversaries     

  Sat. 15th  Nov. -  Sun. 23rd Nov. (Continued)    
 

 Lord, for your faithful people, life is changed, not ended.  
 

Tues 18th Nov. 10.00 am     
Wed. 19th Nov. 10.00 am   Christy Wall, Woodbrook. 

                                        Martin and Maureen Wall, Woodbrook.  
Thur. 20th Nov.10.00 am      
Fri.     21st Nov  10.00 am      Altar List of the Dead 

Sat.  22nd Nov.  7.00 pm   Vigil Mass  – Feast of Christ Univer-
sal King  
          Deceased Members of St. Fintan's G.A.A. Club, Mountrath.  

Sun. 23rd Nov  

                Final Sun. of Church Year, Feast of Christ the King. 

Sun. 23rd Nov.  9.00 am      The Hollow Church      

                             Martha and Richard Phelan, Mountrath     
 11.30 am  Bernadette (Bernie) Tynan, Fr. O’Connor Cresc. M.M. 
 



 
 

Parish  

Lottos 



 

 

Ballyfin Parish Lotto    

  Wed  12th Nov. 

Nos. Drawn    17   19   25   26 

No Jackpot Winner  

9  Match 3 Winners  

  Received  € 112 each 

 

   Next Week’s Jackpot € 15,000  
    

 Thank you for your continued  

and generous support  

of Ballyfin Parish Collections.  

and Ballyfin Parish Weekly Lotto 

 



 

Mountrath Parish Lotto                             

Thurs. 13th Nov. 

Nos Drawn   6   9   29   32 

 No Jackpot Winner 
 

6 Match 3  Rec. €  167each 
 

One Local Winner  
Dermot Murphy.  Promoter, Mai Murphy 

 

 

Next Week’s Jackpot  € 11,000 
 

Thank you for your continued and  

generous support of Mountrath Parish Weekly Lotto  

and Mountrath Parish Collections.  

Your kind and generous support is much appreciated 



 

A note of thanks  

  to everyone involved in 

 Mountrath and Ballyfin Parish Lottos   

 Organising Committees, Promoters,  

Shops and others who facilitate the sale                          

of Lotto Tickets 

 and most importantly,  

you,  

who purchase a Lotto ticket every week.  

 I extend a very sincere  “thank you”  

for your continued support and generousity. 



Mountrath Ballyfin Lottos 
 

Next Week’s  

 

Mountrath      € 11,000 

Ballyfin        € 15,000 



 

News From Around  

The Diocese 

 



Irish Cancer Society’s Transport Service                                       

Volunteer Drivers Needed 

    The Irish Cancer Society’s Transport Service is seeking                      

compassionate volunteer drivers in your community. Your 

time can help to continue the vital service of providing 

transport for patients attending cancer treatment appoint-

ments. 

If you have a minimum of 2 days per month to spare, a valid 

driving license, and a safe, reliable vehicle, you're the perfect 

candidate to make a significant difference. Your generosity 

can ease the journey for many during a challenging time, of-

fering comfort and support when it's needed most. 

Full training will be provided. There are a number of essential 

post-drive administration tasks that will require either exist-

ing knowledge of basic computer or IT skills, or the willing-

ness to acquire such skills (such as scanning and uploading 

documents or attending virtual meetings). 

For more information and to become a volunteer driver,                         

contact Monica at volunteer@irishcancer.ie. 



 

 
Map of the  

Diocese of  

Kildare  

and  

Leighlin 



Synod News 
Bishop Denis and the Diocesan synod team attended a na-

tional pre-synodal assembly in Kilkenny on 18th Oct.  Building 

on the synodal conversations of the last couple of years,    

including last Spring, seven key priorities have been identi-

fied for the Church in Ireland, as well as the overarching 

theme of baptism. Delegates on Saturday explored their re-

sponse to these priorities and overall theme. They also ex-

plored what can be undertaken locally and nationally to 

begin to actively respond to these priorities as we prepare 

for a    national assembly in October 2026. For more infor-

mation on these priorities and how they were arrived at, we 

can read ‘Baptised and Sent’, the preparatory document for 

last Saturday’s gathering, on www.sysnod.ie. The year 

ahead will be an opportunity for each one of us to reflect on 

the essential question:   What does it mean for me to be 

Baptised? 



 
Events  

at  
Bloom HQ 
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Parish  

Finances



 

If you wish to contribute directly through your Bank account 

to Parish funds  

Here are our Bank Account details 
 

Ballyfin Parish    -    (A.I.B. Portlaoise Branch) 

Lyster Square, Portlaoise.  

Name of Account  -  Ballyfin Parish Pastoral Council 

IBAN - IE44 AIBK 9332 7900 203030 

BIC.   -  AIBKIE2D 

 

Mountrath Parish - Bank Account Details 

(Bank of Ireland)   (Portlaoise Branch)  

Name - Mountrath Parish Current Account    -   

 Account number - 7274 7250 

IBAN - IE93 BOFI 9018 2972 7472 50   -   

 BIC. - BOFIIE2D 
 

If contributing to Parish directly through our bank account  please include 

your own name as the reference.  



 

Tax Back Scheme    Mountrath Parish 
 

Once again, I want to renew my appreciation to you for the ways you support-

ed the Parish and us, the priests of the parish, over the past year. We are 

deeply grateful.   

Donations to Mountrath Parish of over €250 have the potential to increase 

your contribution to Parish funds by 31% through participation in the Tax Back 

Scheme.  It is of huge benefit to the Parish if we know the amount parishion-

ers donate and the name of the donors.  Hence this year we are sending out 

numbered boxes to all households            in the Parish. 

We sent out CHY3 Forms to eligible parishioners ( who donated over € 250 ) 

for the first time in 2023 and we were able to claim back over € 13,739 for 

the years 2021  and 2022 . This is of immense benefit to the Parish. Thank you 

to everyone who has joined this scheme - it is very much appreciated.  
 

  If you receive a CHY3 Form later on in the Spring please consider completing 

the   details and returning it . If you would like more information please con-

tact me. 

If you are already part of the Tax Back Scheme — Thank You  
 

If you are not yet part of the tax back Scheme, I ask you to consider becoming 

part of it   -  It is of huge benefit to the Parish  



 

  Tax Back Scheme 

(Ballyfin Parish) 
Once again, I want to renew my appreciation to you for the ways you 

support the Parish and us, the priests of the parish, over the past year. 

We are deeply grateful.  
  

Donations to Ballyfin Parish of over €250 via the Parish envelopes have 

the potential to increase  your contribution to Parish funds by 31% 

through participation in the Tax Back Scheme.                                           

“Thank you” to everyone who has joined this scheme - it is very much            

appreciated.         

                                         

    In 2023, the Tax Rebate scheme augmented our Parish finances      

by almost € 23,000 

 

 If you are not, as yet, part of this scheme and would like more infor-

mation, please contact me at your convenience.  (Fr. Joe) 
 

Thank you for your cooperation in this regard. 



 

    

A very sincere  Thank You  

  to you and your family - 

 for your very generous support of  

and continued commitment  to  

Mountrath and Ballyfin Parish Funds  

And 

Mountrath and Ballyfin Parish Lottos 

 



 

Mountrath Parish    Statement of Account 2023 
 

 Income                                               Expenses 

Basket Collection       € 35,932.00                      Pastoral Programmes       € 721.00                     

Envelope Collection    € 33,378.00                      Insurance               € 38,065.00            

    Shrine Income              € 11,590.00                       Security                    € 503.00                            

Rental Income            € 30,890.00                      Light/Heat             € 23,349.00                              

Fundraising                  € 3,225 .00                      Cleaning        € 200.00                               

Donations                    € 71,400.00                      Rates/Water/Waste        € 579.00 

Tax Refunds/Rebate      € 3,121 .00                     Maintenance/Repairs  € 79,602.00     

Church Bookings             € 500.00                      Diocesan Levy             € 11,006.00 

Lotto Income                € 31,631.00                      Loan Interest                        € 3.00 

Office                           € 1,899 .00                       Bank Charges       € 926.00 

Deposit Interest    € 36.00                      Diocesan Retire’t Fund   € 1,000 00 

Other Income              € 2,984 .00                      Printing/Missallettes    € 9,233.00 

                                       Altar/Shrine             € 10,616.00 

  Total:                       € 226,586.00                    Telephone/Broadband      € 600.00 

                                       Computer/servicing    € 5,051.00 

                                       Accountancy Fees      € 540.00 

                                       Youth/Community            € 260.00 

                                        Hire of Equipment      € 1,141.00 

                                        Music/Choir       € 250.00 

                                        Legal/Professional      € 828.00 

                                        Donations               € 1,700.00 
                                       

                                         Total:                 € 186,173.00        

A very sincere “Thank You” for your continuous and generous  



  

 

 

Ballyfin Parish    Third Party Collections 2024   

 

   Retired Priests       €   1,525.00            

   Peter’s  Pence           €  852.00  

   World Mission           €   1,123.00           

    Trocaire                   €  2,462.96  

Collection for Gaza (Good Friday)  € 500.00           

  Total      € 6462.96    

 

I wish to thank you for your support of the work of Trocaire, 

the Missions, Peter’s Pence Collection and the Retired Priests 

Fund throughout the year .     

   



 

Mountrath Parish    Statement of Account 2023 
 

 Income                                               Expenses 

Basket Collection       € 35,932.00                      Pastoral Programmes       € 721.00                     

Envelope Collection    € 33,378.00                      Insurance               € 38,065.00            

    Shrine Income              € 11,590.00                       Security                    € 503.00                            

Rental Income            € 30,890.00                      Light/Heat             € 23,349.00                              

Fundraising                  € 3,225 .00                      Cleaning        € 200.00                               

Donations                    € 71,400.00                      Rates/Water/Waste        € 579.00 

Tax Refunds/Rebate      € 3,121 .00                     Maintenance/Repairs  € 79,602.00     

Church Bookings             € 500.00                      Diocesan Levy             € 11,006.00 

Lotto Income                € 31,631.00                      Loan Interest                        € 3.00 

Office                           € 1,899 .00                       Bank Charges       € 926.00 

Deposit Interest    € 36.00                      Diocesan Retire’t Fund   € 1,000 00 

Other Income              € 2,984 .00                      Printing/Missallettes    € 9,233.00 

                                       Altar/Shrine             € 10,616.00 

  Total:                       € 226,586.00                    Telephone/Broadband      € 600.00 

                                       Computer/servicing    € 5,051.00 

                                       Accountancy Fees      € 540.00 

                                       Youth/Community            € 260.00 

                                        Hire of Equipment      € 1,141.00 

                                        Music/Choir       € 250.00 

                                        Legal/Professional      € 828.00 

                                        Donations               € 1,700.00 
                                       

                                         Total:                 € 186,173.00        

A very sincere “Thank You” for your continuous and generous  

support of Mountrath Parish        



 

Mountrath Parish   

Third Party Collections 2024   
 

   Retired Priests         €   530.00            

   Peter’s  Pence           €  550.00  

   World Mission            €   615.00           

    Trocaire                  €  2, 615.00 

Collection for Gaza (Good Friday)  € 390.00           

  Total      € 4,700.00  

 

I wish to thank you for your support of the work of Trocaire, 

the Missions, Peter’s Pence Collection and the Retired Priests 

Fund throughout the year .     

 


